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SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY
“REFLECTION QUESTIONS ON THE MILLENIUM”
Study:    Revelation 20:1-10
Introduction:
In Revelation 20:1-10 the Apostle John introduces the reader to the concluding events culminating in the ultimate victory of Christ.  As the martyrs are under the throne crying “ How long, o Lord, how long?”  Now the cup of god’s retributive wrath has been filled and the beast and false prophet have been defeated.

The question still remains, “what happens to Satan and his demonic forces?”  Also, “what about those who have suffered so much at the hand of Satan and his clever tools?”   Chapter twenty rings with the victorious Jesus on the throne.
While ringing with victory, this twentieth chapter also has become the focus of much controversy and debate.  Verses 4-6 speak of a 1000 year reign of Christ.  How are these verses to be interpreted?

In this supplement study we will raise key questions that lay at the heart of the debate of interpretation.  Once again, the intent of this study is not to produce conflict, but instead, to generate understanding and appreciation for the various positions formulated and challenges that face Biblical students and scholars when interpreting scripture.              
REFLECTING ON THE MILLENIUM
1     What is the primary focus of this passage?                                     
·     How does this play out in two phases?  1-3; 7-10                  
2     What story does verses 4-6 tell about Christians who died?
       3      What three views concerning this period of time are most prevalent today?  

         3

4      Realizing that Revelation is written as apocalyptic literature, should the one thousand year reign be viewed literally or symbolically?
·     How do you interpret phases such as the following?

·     The key
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    Serpent


 





●    Sand of the sea
·     Bottomless pit





●   Thrones         




●    Lake of fire
·     Great chain







●    The Beast






●    Brimstone
·     Dragon       







●    Gog and Magog
5    How do you interpret the chronology of time by John in light of in light of 1:1.3;11. 22:6, 7, 12, 20?     
·    If  the chronology of time was not the concern of John in this book, why do you suppose understanding Rev. 20:4-6 as chronology is so important?
6    From the text (20:4-6) where does this millennial reign of Christ take place?
·    From Revelation, where are the thrones primarily located?  
1:4; 3:21; 7:17; 8:3; 14:3, 5
7     If  taken literally, who are the resurrected seals who reign with Christ for 1000 years? What was the requirement for them to reign?
8     Are the beheaded saints the ones who reign with Christ or are they symbolic of all the martyred or of all Christians who have been resurrected to reign with Christ (1:6, 5:10)
· Does this mean that to resurrected, immortal saints will co-habit the earth with immoral mortals?
9     What happens after Satan has been released from the pit? 20:7-10
· How do you explain that after 10 centuries of and ideal, benevolent rule of Christ that Satan, upon his release can lead a massive and universal revolt against Christ?
· How could Christ reign successfully over humans for 10 centuries only to have them finally reject Him and rise over Him?  What would be the meaning of a thousand year reign over the nations if they end up with Satan as soon as he appears after an absence of one thousand years?
· How could Christ expect His disciples to “go and make disciples of all nations” in the present age, in face of Satan opposition, if He will be unable to disciple the same nations in a thousand years, with Satan tied up and out of the way.
10   Where else in the New Testament is there a text that may be interpreted as predicting a temperal millennial reign of Christ?  Where in the whole Bible?
11   If interpreted in a chronological fashion, how does the doctrine of the resurrected in Rev. 20 support or conflict with other New Testament teachings on the resurrection?      John 5;28, 29; 6:39-40, 44, 54; 11:24; Acts 24:15; I Cor. 12:23-24, 51-52;                     I Thess. 4:16-17, Daniel 12:2                                     
